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Senate Farm Bill Passes, Protects the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program — 
FRAC, June 28, 2018 
Today, the Senate passed a Farm Bill that keeps food in the refrigerators and on the 
tables of struggling individuals and families. The Food Research & Action Center 
commends the Senate for passing a bill that protects SNAP benefit levels and eligibility 
for so many people in need — children, seniors, people with disabilities, working families 
and those seeking work, veterans, and others. We applaud the 68 Senators who voted 
to table a harmful amendment to the bill that would have worsened hunger by imposing 
harsher work rules on struggling people and requiring food retailers to check photo 
identification for SNAP EBT card customers, among other provisions. 

     
 
Why the farm bill should matter to you — Grand Forks Herald, June 25, 2018 
“Farm bills are something that really bring lawmakers together,” said Ellen Vollinger, 
SNAP director for FRAC. SNAP funding is the largest portion of the farm bill, and SNAP is 
available in all states. This commonality makes the farm bill relevant for every 
congressional district, notes Vollinger. While it is assumed to be more of an urban 
program, the greater percentage of participation is in rural areas. Vollinger said that 
proposals to cut the program’s funding not only would affect people in need, but 
farmers, retailers, truckers, and more. 

     
 
SNAP work requirement is in House-passed Farm Bill — Times Union, June 24, 2018 
The House farm bill “will increase hunger and hardship by ... cutting ... food assistance 
from many struggling New Yorkers, including parents raising kids … older workers, low-
wage workers, and people temporarily in between jobs,” said Linda Bopp, executive 
director of Hunger Solutions New York. New York has the nation’s fourth-largest SNAP 
population, with 2.8 million receiving benefits in the state. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) 
has said she will fight to keep SNAP cuts out of the Senate farm bill. 

     
 
Sen. Casey fighting for food fairness in farm bill — Daily Local News, June 25, 2018 
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On his way to vote on the Senate Farm Bill, Sen. Bob Casey (D-PA) visited a Pottstown 
food bank. Calling the SNAP cuts in the House Farm Bill “draconian,” Sen. Casey said 
“[t]his is a program that works. If you want to talk about return on investment, for 
every dollar you spend on SNAP, the economy gets $1.80 in return. But beyond that, 
there is the moral gravity of this issue.” 

     
 
SNAP keeps N.C. women and children out of poverty — WRAL, June 27, 2018 
Niki Cannady, a single mother, works full time as a home health care worker and makes 
just $10 an hour. SNAP has kept her from having to choose between paying for heat or 
doctor’s visits and food, and helps her feed her family, she notes in this op-ed. In North 
Carolina, SNAP helps 1.3 million residents afford groceries. “Many, like me, struggle to 
get by on poverty wages even if we work full time,” writes Cannady. “It’s encouraging to 
see that the Senate version of the Farm Bill protects crucial food assistance for families 
here in North Carolina and across the country. Our elected leaders must continue to 
defend programs like SNAP that keep families out of poverty and help strengthen the 
economy.” 

     
 
WV families like mine count on SNAP — Charleston Gazette-Mail, June 26, 2018 
Angela Spencer is a mother of three who is getting back on her feet through 30 hours 
weekly of opioid recovery classes and Alcoholics Anonymous meetings. “Without 
programs like Medicaid and SNAP, my recovery wouldn’t be possible,” she writes in this 
op-ed. Her husband works full-time, but the family still finds it tough to afford paying all 
of its bills. “These programs are a lifeline for those in recovery,” notes Spencer. “Sen. 
Shelley Moore Capito, R-W.Va., should reach out across the aisle and work with Sen. 
Manchin to protect SNAP and help West Virginians,” she concludes. 

     
 
Farm bill punishes hungry Americans. 3 things we could do better — NJ.com, June 25, 
2018 
While the current unemployment rate is low, New Jersey residents still struggle because 
the cost of living surpasses most salaries, writes Carlos Rodriguez, president and CEO of 
the Community FoodBank of New Jersey, in this op-ed. SNAP is essential to the more 
than 800,000 residents of the state struggling to afford food. The House Farm Bill 
creates “a dangerous roadblock to making nutritious food accessible to hungry New 
Jerseyans,” while the Senate version leaves out the additional eligibility requirements 
contained in the House bill. “[O]ur legislators should consider exploring a more 
expansive approach to eligibility, thereby putting more food on the table for our 
neighbors who need it.” 

     
 
Thousands of Hoosiers could lose food stamp benefits due to major cuts in House farm 
bill — The Indy Channel, June 22, 2018 
The House Farm Bill would cut $17 billion from SNAP over the next 10 years, which 
would mean nearly 105,000 Indiana residents would lose their benefits. The cuts and 
additional requirements in the bill would not only hurt families struggling to afford food, 
but would “create a crisis for the state to try to figure out how do we process all these 
new benefit requirements,” said Jessica Frasier of the Indiana Institute for Working 
Families. 
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House SNAP bill will harm low-income county residents — Mercury News, June 18, 2018 
“Senators Harris and Feinstein should fight for the Senate [farm] bill’s provisions and 
reject the House’s partisan version that would harm so many low-income Californians,” 
writes Stephen Knight, policy director, Alameda County Community Food Bank, in this 
letter to the editor. In Alameda County, 59 percent of the 110,000 SNAP participants are 
children, while 11 percent are seniors. The program brought $192 million into the county 
in 2016. 

     
 
Trump’s GOP is looking to deeply cut food stamps — hitting his voters hard— The 
Washington Post, June 25, 2018 
House Republicans recently passed a farm bill that increases SNAP requirements. The 
Republican party has relied heavily in the last couple of years on rural voters, “[a]nd the 
most rural 20 percent of the population is also the most likely to live in a household that 
receives food stamps,” notes this editorial. SNAP participation also is high in key areas 
that voted for the current president, such as rural Appalachia, the Ozarks, and the rural 
South.  

     
 
Toledoans urge politicians to protect SNAP beneficiaries — Toledo Blade, June 20, 2018 
Recently, Toledoans United for Social Action and Ohio Organizing Collective organized a 
news conference to encourage Ohio’s congressional representatives to support the 
Senate farm bill, which does not make the same changes to SNAP eligibility that are 
made in the House version of the bill. “We’re here to urge our Congresspeople to protect 
food aid for Ohioans,” said Victoria Jackson of Policy Matters Ohio. SNAP helps nearly 1.4 
million Ohio residents, including more than 75,000 in Lucas County, afford food. 

     
 
Trump administration wages war on nation’s poorest citizens — Sioux City Journal, June 
26, 2018 
The passing of the House farm bill, which would impose additional requirements for 
people to receive SNAP, is “[t]he latest in a series of attacks on programs that have long 
commanded bi-partisan support,” writes E.J. Dionne Jr., in this op-ed. The requirements 
“would eliminate or reduce food assistance for more than 1 million low-income 
households with more than 2 million people,” notes Robert Greenstein, president of the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. “No, this is not about ‘poverty-fighting,’ as House 
Speaker Paul Ryan claimed,” notes Dionne. “It’s about increasing poverty by throwing 
people off food stamps, one reason why every House Democrat — they were joined by 
20 Republicans — voted against the farm bill.” 

     
 
SNAP and food banks relieve hunger — Santa Fe New Mexican, June 24, 2018 
According to FRAC, SNAP helped lift 8.4 million Americans out of poverty in 2015, write 
Gerry Fairbrother, Ph.D., president of Fairbrother Policy Studies, and Sherry Hooper, 
executive director of The Food Depot food bank, in this op-ed. One in 5 in New Mexico, 
or 461,000 residents, receive SNAP. However, the benefits are not adequate, and 
families often run out of funds to buy food 10 days before the end of the month, when 
SNAP benefits are renewed. The Food Depot and other food pantries experience 
increased numbers of families requesting food during this time. 
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Summer Nutrition Programs 
 
Thousands of Allegheny County students are missing out on free summer meals — 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 25, 2018 
FRAC’s recent summer nutrition report ranked Pennsylvania 28th out of 50 states and 
the District of Columbia for summer nutrition program participation. Pittsburgh Public 
Schools partners with the city’s parks department to provide 150,000 meals to children 
during the summer through the Summer Food Service Program. But lack of awareness 
of the program means that out of the 70,000 Allegheny County children eligible for free 
or reduced-price school lunch, only 10,000 receive free summer meals at the nearly 300 
meal sites, notes the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank. 

     
 
As need rises, Minnesota schools find new ways to get summer meals to kids— 
Minneapolis Star-Tribune, June 17, 2018 
Mobile summer meal delivery, and a new statewide app listing summer meal locations, 
are helping more Minnesota children receive free summer meals this year. The state 
ranked 16th in the nation for summer meal participation, according to FRAC’s recent 
summer nutrition report. The number of summer meals served increased from 2.2 
million in 2012 to 3.1 million in 2017, which mirrors the 5 percent increase in the 
number of students eligible for free or reduced-price school meals over the past five 
years. 

     
 
Filling a gap: Summer program feeds children when school’s out — Magicvalley.com, 
June 16, 2018 
Nearly 20 percent of Idaho children who received free or reduced-price school meals in 
2017 also participated in the summer nutrition programs, according to FRAC’s summer 
nutrition report. The percentage ranks the state 10th in the nation for summer nutrition 
program participation. 

     

 

Register today for: 
Leveraging Nutrition Programs in Disasters Webinar 
July 24, 2018 2:00 PM Eastern (1:00 PM Central, 12:00 PM Mountain, 11:00 AM Pacific) 
This webinar is meant to inform advocates, organizations, and state agencies about how 
to leverage nutrition programs before, during and after a natural disaster. Participants 
will hear from experts about best practices and lessons learned from the 2017 disasters 
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Maria, and the California wildfires. They will also learn about 
the most efficient ways to utilize effective communication strategies and roll out D-SNAP 
and benefit replacement techniques to support low-income communities in the wake of 
disasters. 

 

About Us: The Food Research & Action Center (www.frac.org) is the leading national organization working for more effective public and 
private policies to eradicate domestic hunger and undernutrition. Visit our Web site (www.frac.org) to learn more. Click here to 

unsubscribe from this e-mail. 
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