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Year-End Review 

As with all years, 2019 has brought both wonderful 

opportunities and unforeseen challenges to us 

all.  Despite the rush of the holidays, I encourage you to take 

some time to consider how you've grown through the ups and 

downs of the past year and remember to embrace the love of 

family and friends.   

 

This year has been an eventful one for me, both personally 

and as your County Commissioner.  Not only did I experience the joy of 

getting engaged, but also the pride of sending my youngest child off to college.  

 

However, while I give blessing for my good fortune this year, I never let it escape me 

how many people are struggling in my district just to meet their basic needs and how 

serving in this role allows me to help them.  One of the most challenging efforts I've 

shouldered this year has been to address the shameful living conditions at the 

Okeechobee Center rural housing complex in Belle Glade.  I am grateful for the 

assistance I've received from community organizations and the local, state, and 

federal governments to help these residents and ensure they have the dignity of a 
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safe, clean, and comfortable living environment to raise their families.   

 

I am also grateful that Palm Beach County was fortunate not to experience Hurricane 

Dorian's landfall, but our neighbors in the Bahamas saw utter devastation.  Our 

community did wonders in the aftermath to organize supplies and service for those 

impacted, but their recovery will be measured in years so please keep their needs, 

and those still recovering from Hurricane Michael in the Florida panhandle, in 

mind.    

 

Our county is one of the most attractive places in the country and with that growth 

comes challenges.  Over the next year, I will continue working to balance this growth 

while protecting the quality of life that my constituents expect.  Furthermore, I was 

recently named President-Elect of the Florida Association of Counties, so in the 

coming year I will leverage this platform to help improve housing, reduce 

homelessness, eliminate hunger, battle the substance use epidemic, and fight 

human trafficking in Palm Beach County and throughout the state.  

 
 

 

Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New Year 

My staff and I wish you and your family happy holidays and a wonderful new 

year!  We hope 2020 brings you much joy, and we look forward to representing you 

in the coming year.   

 

Picture: Commissioner McKinlay at the Wellington Holiday Parade, Dec. 8, 2019. 



  

 
 



 

Student ACES Grand Opening 

I was excited to attend the grand opening of the new Student ACES building in Belle 

Glade on November 1.  This center will provide a safe and secure place for students 

to learn life skills, find quiet time for their studies, and enjoy each other's company.  I 

also want to thank Bank of America for their generous donation of the building!  

  

 
 

 

Palm Tran Graduation 

On October 30, I had the honor of celebrating the latest class of Palm Tran bus 

operators!  These employees have a huge responsibility to safely 

transport thousands of our citizens around the county to work, school, businesses, 

and appointments each day, and it was a joy to share words of thanks and 

encouragement.   



  

 
 

 

Lilly Pulitzer Day   

At the November 5th County Commission meeting, it was my pleasure to present a 

proclamation declaring Sunday, November 10th as Lilly Pulitzer Day in Palm Beach 

County.  November 10th would have been the iconic designer's 88th 

birthday.  Pulitzer is not only a brand recognized worldwide, but also a significant 

charitable force and a powerful driver of tourism to Palm Beach County.  I particularly 

want to thank Lilly Ferreira, Lilly Pulitizer's granddaughter, for accepting the 

proclamation, and my Chief of Staff Kelley Burke for planning a fun morning! 



  

 
 

2019 Outstanding Advocate for Children 
Award   

For over twenty years, I've been fighting for Florida’s smallest voices while raising 

three of my own on my own. It certainly gives me a big empathetic heart for families 

going through tough times, which all families do at some point. 

 

So it meant so much to receive the 2019 Outstanding Advocate for Children Award 

from Florida's Children First on October 24th.  It was an honor to have Judge Ron 

Alvarez present it to me.  Back in 2007, he gave me my first honor in this County 

when I was selected as the Guardian Ad Litem’s 15th Circuit Child Advocate of the 

Year.  

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve our community and our kids! 

 



 

Photo: Commissioner McKinlay with Judge Ron Alvarez (l) and Howard Talenfeld, 

President of the Florida's Children First Board of Directors (r)  

  

 
 

 

2019 Elected Women of Excellence Award   

It was a special surprise to be nominated for the 2019 Elected Women of Excellence 

Award by my friend, Commissioner Cindy Bobbitt from Oklahoma.  While I couldn't 

be in San Antonio to accept it alongside National Association of Counties President 

Maryann Borgeson, I want to thank Palm Beach Gardens Councilwoman Maria 

Marino, a fellow nominee for this wonderful award, for accepting on my behalf.  



  

 
 

 

Arden Agrihood Grand Opening   

On November 2nd, Chief of Staff Kelley Burke participated in the ribbon cutting for 

Arden's agrihood grand opening.  Arden's agrihood--the first in south Florida--

includes a 5-acre farm and community barn.  With 90 agrihoods throughout the 

country, Arden is part of a nationwide trend that centers a community lifestyle around 

farms instead of golf courses, with a focus on healthy eating and an active 

lifestyle.  Florida Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried also visited Arden on 

November 20 to learn more about this exciting concept.  



  

 
 

 

Human Trafficking Meeting  

On November 16, I attended and spoke at the Statewide Council on Human 

Trafficking meeting convened by Attorney General Ashley Moody.  One of the 

major topics of discussion was raising awareness of human trafficking in advance of 

Super Bowl 54, which is being held this coming February in Miami.  I shared some 

of the many significant actions Palm Beach County has taken to combat this 

modern-day slavery.  These include being the first county in Florida to pass a local 

ordinance requiring human trafficking awareness signs in adult entertainment 

establishments, as well as requiring mandatory training for county employees to 

recognize the signs of this horrific crime.  

 

Photo Credit: Charles Bender  



 

 

 

 
 

BCC Briefs 

Some highlights of recent Board of County Commission actions: 

 

Reorganization – recognized and thanked Mayor Mack Bernard for his year of 

service as mayor. The board then elected Commissioner Dave Kerner to serve as 

mayor and Commissioner Robert S. Weinroth vice mayor. Each will serve one-year 

terms. 

  

Bond proposal – agreed to hold a workshop on a proposed $150 million bond issue 

for environmental programs. 

  

Bond ratings – announced that Palm Beach County has maintained AAA bond 

ratings from Moody’s, Fitch and Standard & Poor’s for its general obligation bonds 

and its revenue bonds earned a AAA rating from S&P. Revenue bonds issued by 



 

the Water Utilities Department also earned AAA ratings. 

  

Opiate litigation – opted out as a class member of the negotiation class in the case 

of “In re: National Prescription Opiate Litigation,” case number MDL No. 2804 (N.D. 

Ohio) and “Palm Beach County v. Purdue Pharma, et al.,” case number: 1:18-op-

46121-DAP (N.D. Ohio). 

  

Lake Okeechobee – received a report from Col. Andrew Kelly, commander and 

district engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District, on Army 

Corps activities around Lake Okeechobee and related regional water conditions. 

  

Loxahatchee River – authorized the mayor’s signature on a letter to the South 

Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) recommending the SFWMD 

communicate its support of the Loxahatchee River Watershed Restoration Project 

to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and requesting SFWMD to collaborate with the 

county on alternative water resources solutions. 

  

Opioids – ratified the mayor’s signature on the 2019 U.S. Department of Justice 

Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Site-Based Program award of $1.2 million for the 

period October 1, 2019, through September 30, 2022. This funding will support 

development of a comprehensive, locally driven response to the opioid epidemic.  A 

full-time equivalent planner II position for the length of the grant was also approved. 

 

  

  

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Dates 

 County Offices Closed for Holidays: December 24 & 25; January 1.   

 BCC Meeting.  Tuesday, January 7, 9:30 am.  301 N. Olive Ave., West Palm 

Beach, 33401. 



 

 Palm Beach County Days, Jan. 14-15, Tallahassee.   

 BCC Zoning Meeting.  Monday, January 27, 9:30 am.  301 N. Olive Ave., 

West Palm Beach, 33401. 

 BCC Workshop.  Tuesday, January 28, 9:30 am.  301 N. Olive Ave., West 

Palm Beach, 33401.  
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