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Free FAU CARD trainings for providers 

and families 

Florida Atlantic University’s Center for Autism and Related 

Disabilities will host two upcoming trainings in February for families 

and providers.  Dr. David Childers, Chief of Developmental 

Pediatrics at University of Florida, Jacksonville, will present 

"Effective Medical Interventions for Treating Patients with Autism” 

on Wednesday, Feb. 24, 6 –  8:30 p.m., at the FAU College of 

Medicine’s Boca Campus, 777 Glades Rd., Boca Raton. The lecture 

will review neurodevelopment diagnosis through the Developmental 

Quotient, differential diagnosis, behavioral and pharmacologic 

management interventions and treating the family. Due to limited 

space, advanced registration is required. Online registration ends on 

Feb. 22 at 5 p.m. Click here to register or for more information.  

For providers, Dr. Martha Pelaez will present “Infants at Risk of 

Developmental Delays: Early Behavior-Analytic Interventions” on 

Friday, Feb. 26, 1 –  4 p.m., at the Jupiter FAU Campus, 5316 

Parkside Dr., Jupiter. You can attend this training in person or online 

via live web link. You'll be given your choice of attendance location 

when registering at the link below. Online registration ends Feb. 24 

at 5 p.m. On-site registration will be offered on the day of the event. 

BCBA CEUs are available. For more information and to register, 

please click here. 
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Long-time advocates retire from Healthy 

Beginnings-Healthy Start Coalition board 

Two dedicated advocates stepped down from the Palm Beach 

County’ s Healthy Beginnings-Healthy Start Coalition Board of 

Directors after years of service to children and families. In October 

2015, Nate Nichols retired as a board member and, in February of 

this year, Sandra Chamblee followed his lead. Both have given 

countless years of service to numerous social service organizations in 

Palm Beach County. Nichols, the former deputy director at 

Children’ s Services Council of Palm Beach County, had served on 

the coalition’ s board since 2012. Chamblee, former executive 

director of the Glades Health Initiative, had served on the board since 

2009. The coalition thanks Nichols and Chamblee for their 

generosity of spirit and hard work on behalf of Palm Beach County 

families. 

 

Changes coming to SNAP availability dates 

Starting in March 2016, Florida’ s Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) will be making a change. Currently 

SNAP benefits are deposited on Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) 

cards over a 15 day period. The new schedule will spread out the 

deposits over a 28 day period. All dates are assigned based on the 

customer’ s case number. In March, most SNAP benefits will be 

split into two EBT deposits to assist with adjustment to the new 

dates. Customers will receive half of their benefits on the current 

date, and the other half on the new date. In April, and each month 

after that, customers will receive their full benefits on the new date. 

Monthly deposit totals will not be affected because of this change. 

The schedule is changing to 28 days so grocery stores can spread out 

food inventory better during the month to help keep commonly 

purchased items available to their customers. For more details on the 

new SNAP dates, please click here. 

 

Mentors needed for Viner Community 

Scholarship program 

The Viner Community Scholarship program is a program that 

provides Palm Beach County High School students with four-year 

scholarships to colleges and universities in the state of Florida’ s 

public education system. The program has created a mentor network 

for scholarship students in order to provide them with the guidance 

and support necessary to keep them on track as potential issues arise 

during their tenure at college and to ensure the highest possible 

college graduation rates.  Mentors are selected from qualified local 

volunteers, thoroughly trained and then matched with a student 

(mentee). Once at school, mentees will be expected to make weekly 

contact with their mentor and submit a monthly report of activity. If 

you are interested in becoming a mentor, click here to apply. 
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Apply today for the State Farm Good 

Neighbor Scholarship 

The State Farm Good Neighbor Scholarship Program to provides 

financial assistance to fifty high school seniors who plan to attend 

college, technical, or vocational school, but may not be able to meet 

the expenses of a higher education without such aid. For more 

information, click here or contact Scholarship America at 

1.507.931.1682 or email statefarm@scholarshipamerica.org. 

 

Early Learning Coalition reports success at 

six-month mark  

Customer service for those seeking child care in Palm Beach County 

has vastly improved in the past six months, Early Learning Coalition 

CEO Warren Eldridge reported at Children's Services Council of 

Palm Beach County's January board meeting. Eldridge said that's 

because, since ELC took over direct management of child care 

resource and referral services in the county, 90 percent of calls have 

been answered in two minutes or less. To read more, click here. 

 

United Way launches 13th year of 

Voluntary Income Tax Assistance program 

United Way of Palm Beach County’ s Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance (VITA) program officially began on January 19, offering 

free and safe income tax preparation services throughout Palm Beach 

County to those with a 2015 household income of $62,000 or less. 

VITA now offers three options: taxes filed for you, with help or by 

yourself, or online. Visit one of 15 VITA sites throughout Palm 

Beach County and an IRS certified VITA volunteer will prepare and 

e-file your tax return. For tax filing assistance, visit select VITA sites 

where you will file your own tax return online with the support and 

guidance of an IRS certified VITA volunteer. To file your own tax 

return online, click here. The toll-free helpline 1.855.698.9435 is 

available from 10 a.m. –  10 p.m., Monday through Saturday, to 

speak with an IRS certified VITA volunteer. Click here or call 2-1-1 

for sites or more information. 

 

Wear pink on Wdnesday to support kids as 

they learn the tools to stop bullying  

Join the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County and its team of 

non-profit partners for a county-wide celebration of this international 

event! Wear a pink shirt on Feb. 24 to support bullying prevention 

programs that use character-based education to help "turn bullies into 

buddies." Pink Shirt Day is an international bullying prevention 

event that originated in Canada when a boy was bullied for wearing a 

pink shirt on his first day at high school. Bystanders came to school 

the next day wearing pink. They created a ‘Sea of Pink’ to make a 
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statement to stand up for others. In Palm Beach County, thousands of 

children and adults prepare for Pink Shirt Day with an annual local 

educational theme and event coordinated by the Literacy Coalition of 

Palm Beach County’s Turning Bullies into Buddies program which 

is funded by Prime Time Palm Beach County. Celebrate Pink Shirt 

Day by wearing pink on the last Wednesday in February. Click here 

to order your official Palm Beach County Pink T-Shirts. For more 

information on Pink Shirt Day, the Waves of Kindness Toolkit and 

guest speaker opportunities from PBSO deputies and SDPBC high 

school students, please click here. 

 

Celebrate motherhood with BRIDGES at 

West Palm Beach  

Come and join BRIDGES at West Palm Beach and new mothers to 

celebrate motherhood on Feb. 25, 5:30 –  7 p.m., at Payne Chapel, 

811 9th St., West Palm Beach.  This event, sponsored by Women’ s 

Health Initiative Program (W.H.I.N.), is for pregnant families and 

families with children 12 months or under. There will be guest 

speakers, games, food and sharing. To see all the BRIDGES calendar 

of events and monthly highlights, please click here. 

 

Palm Beach County Unites announces 

kickoff to Child Abuse Awareness Month 

Palm Beach County Unites (PBC Unites) will hold its kickoff to 

Child Abuse Awareness Month on April 7, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at the 

Safe Schools Institute, 1790 Spanish River Blvd, Boca Raton. The 

kickoff is a call to action as more than 30 non-profit, community and 

religious organizations will unite to raise awareness of the issue of 

child abuse in Palm Beach County. A panel of speakers will address 

risk, prevention, intervention and what community support is needed 

for the 1,800 children in Palm Beach County currently in out-of-

home placement due to abuse or neglect. To RSVP, please email 

info@pbcunites.org or call 561.336.1058. Click here for more 

information on PBC Unites. 

 

Alpert Jewish Family and Children’ s 

Service holds free upcoming workshop for 

parents and caregivers  

The Alpert Jewish Family and Children’ s Service will host a free 

upcoming workshop for parents and caregivers of family members 

with disabilities on Tuesday, Feb. 23, 4:30 –  6 p.m., at Alpert 

Jewish Family and Children’ s Service, 5841 Corporate Way, Ste. 

104, West Palm Beach. This program offers education, advocacy, 

individual consultation, and emotional support to families who care 

for an adolescent or adult family member who has a disability. The 

program assists families with making viable and appropriate future 

plans for their family members. There is no charge for any 
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LifePlanning activity or service. Click here to view the 2016 

LifePlanning Program schedule. For more information or to register, 

contact Meredith Katzenberg at 561.238.0284 or 

MKatzenberg@JFCSonline.com. 

 

Florida Rural Legal Services and Pahokee 

Housing Authority host Community 

Connect event 

Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. will be hosting its Second Annual 

Glades Area Community Connection event in conjunction with the 

Pahokee Housing Authority on Feb. 27, 10 a.m. –  3 p.m., at 

Pahokee Housing Authority’ s Padgett Island, 899 Padgett Cir., 

Pahokee. There will be presentations, food, prizes, face painting, 

bounce houses, music and more. For more information, please call 

561.820.8902. 

 

YMCA hosts family bike ride at John 

Prince Park 

Join the YMCA of South Palm Beach County for a family bike ride 

on March 5 at John Prince Park in Lake Worth. Check-in is at 9:30 

a.m. at the John Prince Park Pavilion, 2520 Lake Worth Road, with a 

bicycle safety overview. The ride begins at 10 a.m. If you have 

questions or if you need a bicycle for the ride, please contact Tom 

Iven at tiven@ymcaspbc.org. 

 

Bicycle helmet fitting training  

Safe Kids Palm Beach County and Palm Beach County Fire Rescue 

will be offering a free workshop on bicycle helmet fitting on Friday, 

March 4, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., at the Children’ s Services 

Council building, 2300 High Ridge Road, Boynton Beach. 

Participants in the three-hour workshop will learn how to fit bicycle 

helmets correctly, when to replace a helmet and what different styles 

of helmets are available. If you are interested in attending, please 

contact Kelly Powell at 561.312.3770 or at kpowell@cp-cto.org or 

Bob Smallacombe at 561.616.7074 or at bsmallac@pbcgov.org. 

 

Register today for a financial workshop for 

women  

The National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Prudential and Spady 

Cultural Heritage Museum will host a financial training “Women & 

Money: Taking Control of Your Financial Life” on Saturday, Feb. 

27, 10 a.m. –  noon, at the Spady Museum, 170 NW 5th Ave, Delray 

Beach. This training will provide practical, helpful information to 

become more financially confident. The workshop incudes 

understanding cash flow, how to generate savings, managing debt, 
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maintaining good credit and more. To RSVP, please contact Tammy 

McDonald Anderson at info@ncbw-wpbchapter.org or call 

561.305.3761. For more information on the National Coalition of 

100 Black Women, please click here. 

 

Free training on self injury offered at 

Youth Services by Palm Beach Behavioral 

Health and Wellness 

Palm Beach County Youth Services Department and Palm Beach 

Behavioral Health and Wellness (PBBHW) will offer the training 

“Self Injury: Coping with Pain” on Wednesday, March 9, 9:30 –  

11:30 a.m., at the Highridge Family Center, 4200 N. Australian 

Avenue, West Palm Beach. Registration begins at 9 a.m. Presented 

by Stephanie Larsen, Psy.D. of PBBHW, this course offers 2 CE 

credits for psychologists, LCSWs, LMFTs and LMHCs. There is no 

fee for the program. Seating is limited. The registration form must be 

received by March 8. Click here for the registration form. For 

additional information and to RSVP, contact Giselle Badillo at 

gbadillo@pbcgov.org or 561.233.4460. 

 

CSC holds free Infant Mental Health 

training 

Children’ s Services Council of Palm Beach County will host a free 

Infant Mental Health training from March 1 –  23, at 2300 High 

Ridge Road, Boynton Beach. Participants will increase their 

knowledge of Infant Mental Health, and begin to build skills and 

competencies such as identify common elements between Brazelton 

Touchpoints Approach and Infant Mental Health, prenatal 

development and threats to brain development, psychodynamic 

relationships, sensory integration and more. This is a free training 

opportunity and clinicians receive 14 CEUs. For more information 

and to register, please click here. 

 

Register today for the next NAMI Provider 

Education course 

The next National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Provider 

Education Course has been scheduled to meet every Wednesday 

from March 9 - April 6, 4 –  7 p.m., at South County Mental Health 

Center, 16158 S. Military Trail, Delray Beach. NAMI Provider 

Education is a free, 5-session education course developed for the 

staff of public and private agencies who work with people who are 

living with mental health challenges. The course emphasizes the bio-

psycho-social perspective in the understanding of neurobiological 

brain disorders. The course presents a subjective view of the 

experiences of individuals living with mental illness and their 

families. There are 15 free CEUs available to LMHCs, LCSWs, 

LMFTs and RNs who attend all five classes. To register and for more 
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information, please click here. 

 

Mental Health Association of PBC to hold 

a Parents Connected group  

The Mental Health Association of Palm Beach County will hold a 

support group for parents coping with their child’ s mental illness 

beginning Feb. 25, 6 –  7 p.m. at For Youth By Youth, 2100 45th 

St., Suite B-11, West Palm Beach. Parents Connected is a 

community-inspired group for parents raising children with mental, 

emotional and/or behavioral challenges. Parents have the opportunity 

to learn from and grow with other parents’  experiences. The group 

meets the last Thursday of every month. For more information, 

please contact Erin Shea at 561.832.3755. 

 

Register today for the Child Safety 

Regional Training Institutes 

The Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence will hold six, one-

day Child Safety Regional Training Institutes for local child welfare 

professionals, domestic violence advocates and community partners 

from February through April in several locations across Florida. 

The purpose of the trainings are to enhance collaboration between 

certified domestic violence centers and child welfare agencies, to 

build the capacity of child welfare and partnering agencies to assist 

families experiencing domestic violence, to enhance the 

community’ s response to domestic violence and to hold perpetrators 

accountable. Click here for more information, locations and to 

register for these free trainings. 

 

Training series on Dialectical Behavior 

Therapy through SandyPines 

SandyPines will host a spring training series on Dialectical Behavior 

Therapy on March 8 –   9, 8:30 a.m. –  5 p.m., at the SandyPines 

Gymnasium, 11301 SE Tequesta Terrace, Tequesta. Nancy Gordon, 

LCSW of the Tampa Bay Center for Cognitive Behavior Therapy, 

will present this series. The first session is an overview of Dialectical 

Behavior Therapy and the second session will review DBT skills. All 

training materials are included as well as a continental breakfast, 

lunch and snack. Registration is limited to the first 60 attendees. 

Click here to register. 

 

CSC holds post-partum depression 

training 

Register today for this post-partum depression training on Feb. 24, 9 

–  11 a.m., at Childrens Services Council of Palm Beach County. 

This reflective practice session, designed for direct service 

practitioners, will offer support and reinforcement to become 
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intentional and purposeful in the application of infant mental health 

concepts learned in training, such as the impact of maternal 

depression on the developing infant.  Through observation of 

videotapes, group discussion, and/ or role-plays, participants will 

deepen their knowledge and skills in infant mental health. 

Participants are encouraged to present case examples for group 

discussion on applying concepts of infant mental health to specific 

cases. Space is limited. Click here for more information or to 

register. 

 

Register for the next FAU CARD Autism 

Speaker Series 

The FAU Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (FAU CARD) 

will host Dr. Martha Pelaez on Feb. 26, 9 a.m. –  4 p.m., for its 

upcoming Autism Lecture Series in February. Dr. Martha Pelaez is a 

Frost Professor at the College of Education, Florida International 

University. She received her Ph.D. in 1992 in developmental 

psychology, winning the International Dissertation Award from the 

International Society for Infant Studies. Dr. Pelaez has published 

more than 70 articles in refereed journals co-authored 13 chapters, 

one textbook on child development and several monographs. Both 

lecture series will be held at FAU’ s Jupiter Campus ADM 

Auditorium, 5353 Parkside Dr., Jupiter. Click here to register. For 

more information on FAU CARD, please click here. 

 

Els for Autism Foundation host the Awe in 

Autism Conference and Expo 

The Els for Autism Foundation will host the Awe in Autism 

Conference and Expo on April 1, 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the Els 

Center of Excellence, 18370 Limestone Creek Rd., Jupiter. Come 

celebrate the amazing talents of people with autism! This free 

conference will have guest speakers, book signings, live 

performances, art gallery and more. Breakfast and lunch are 

available for purchase. Click here to register. 

 

Two new catergoies added to Heroes in 

Medicine Awards 

The Palm Beach County Medical Society will be hosting its 13th 

Annual Heroes in Medicine Awards on Friday, April 15, at the 

Kravis Center’ s Cohen Pavilion, 701 Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm 

Beach. For the past 13 years, the Annual Heroes in Medicine Award 

has honored individuals and organizations throughout Palm Beach 

County that use their skills and resources in the field of health care to 

provide outstanding services for the people of our local, national and 

global communities. Among the various categories, one Hero of the 

Year will be awarded along with four honorary awards. By Feb. 1, 

you can nominate an individual, organization or business throughout 

Palm Beach County. Click here to view the award categories, register 
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for the event or to nominate a hero. 

 

Trainings from Nonprofits First 

Nonprofits First offers a range of classes for nonprofit organizations 

and staff. Register now before classes fill up. To see the course 

schedule, visit: 

http://www.nonprofitsfirst.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=courseCatalog.l

ist  

 

Enhance Your Hiring Search with Free Job 

Postings 

Children's Services Council continues to offer free job postings for 
CSC-funded providers in Palm Beach County. For job openings at 

CSC-funded agencies, go to cscpbc.org/agencyjobs. 

If you are a CSC-funded agency, contact Paulina Rudzinska at 

Paulina.Rudzinska@cscpbc.org to post a position on CSC's website. 

 

Check Out These Additional 
Resources 

Visit the CSC website 

CSC Employment 
CSC Provider Agency Employment 
Search for Trainings 
Check the Local Events Calendar 
Sign up for the MMU 

Do you have information for the MMU? Please send information to 

mmu@cscpbc.org by Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
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