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and challenging. 
The agency tackles this through a 

multi-pronged effort, helping residents 
qualify for assistance, holding informa-
tional cooking classes that teach clients 
how to purchase and prepare affordable 
and healthy food items for their family, 
and a food bank that in its most recent 
year provided nearly $80,000 in food to 
14 partner agencies in the Glades. 

Stephanie Glavin, a market manager 
for Bank of America, was proud to an-
nounce her company’s contribution to 
The Glades Initiative to directly support 
food programs.

“The Glades Initiative has really taken 
a lead on food delivery and providing a 
food bank in the Glades,” said Ms. Glavin. 
“We’re just really proud to support what 
she’s doing with The Glades Initiative. 
They’re really moving the needle there.”

According to Ms. Glavin, Bank of 
America’s charitable foundation provided 
funding through its basic human services 
grant. 

“A lot of non profi ts out there have a 
relationship with Karis, and the impact 
they’re making is the reason we’re sup-
porting them,” said Ms. Glavin.

For Ms. Engle, the help is certainly 
welcome. 

“As a non profi t we are forced to 
rely on the support of funders,” said Ms. 
Engle. “We are so appreciative of the or-

ganizations and foundations and corpora-
tions like Bank of America who provide 
this kind of support because we would not 
be able to provide our programs without 
them.

“We have a couple of larger funders, 
but is is folks like Bank of America who 
really help us fi ll out the funding that we 
need to provide the services that we do.”

It’s why Marie can continue helping 
Floriene. 

For now, Floriene is focused on the 
future, and is confi dent it will be a bright 
one for her. 

The fear of living in a new country is 
nearly forgotten, thanks to agencies such 
as The Glades Initiative, and people like 
Marie Jean-Jacques.

In fact, Floriene is so happy with The 
Glades Initiative that she routinely sends 
people their way who need help. She has 
a good reason, too. 

“Even when I call on short notice, 
Marie will always fi nd a way to fi t me in 
her schedule,” Floriene says in Creole. 
“Whenever I fi nd someone in need, I al-
ways refer them here because this is the 
only place I trust.”

adults have high blood pressure.

Luckily, you can turn the odds in your favor 

by getting your blood pressure checked. 

Learn more at Heart.org/HBP
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fi ve months pregnant.
“It should be noted that [victim] ad-

vised that she had a couple of drinks and 
her speech was slurred,” writes Deputy M. 
Paniagua in his report of the incident. 

Deputies issued a BOLO (be on the 
lookout) for the suspect, and soon enough 
received a call from Walgreens on North 
Main Street that a man had entered the 
store and was bloody. The man was Jean-
Baptiste. 

The suspect was transported to Lakeside 
Medical Center for treatment of his injuries. 

He told deputies he did not strike the 
victim, and could not explain why multiple 
males had attacked him. He said the men 
attacked him without reason. He added that 
he knew the victim was pregnant. 

Deputies also notifi ed DCF (Department 
of Children and Families) to respond to the 
incident.

ATTACK

sive and tried to evade the deputies’ maneuvers 
to subdue him. Complaining that the handcuffs 
were too tight on him after deputies managed to 
place them around his wrists, the man reportedly 
refused to comply with their orders to enter the 
police vehicle. He yelled to police to remove the 
handcuffs and ease their tightness on his arms. 

“Robert was walking but suddenly and with-
out warning picked his legs up off the ground, 
placing all of his body weight on my escort posi-
tion,” writes Deputy E. Mayo in his report. “I 
straightened my arm in an attempt to not become 
injured by his actions, and allowed Robert to 
slide down my arm and he fell to the ground.”

With his hands still handcuffed, the suspect 
began to kick at the deputies. A second deputy 
tried to work his way around the suspect to con-
trol him when the suspect allegedly opened his 
mouth and bit the man on his shin and ankle.

“I heard Deputy Guido call out in pain and 
yell that he was being bitten.”

Once inside the vehicle, the man continued 
yelling, screaming and kicking, with the deputy 
reporting that one of the kicks was so hard he 
feared the door would come open. It became per-
manently bent outwards and does not close now. 

He was taken to the hospital after complain-
ing of a broken rib. Once it was determined he 
had not suffered a broken rib, the man was trans-
ported to the West County Jail. Along with re-
sisting arrest with violence, Williams will have 
to answer for a domestic battery charge, battery 
on a law enforcement offi cer, and criminal mis-
chief.

BITTEN
Continued From Page 

GLADES INITIA-


