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Statement on Storming of the U.S. Capitol 

Food Research & Action Center Condemns Storming of U.S. Capitol, FRAC.org, January 8, 2021 

“On Wednesday, we watched in horror, disbelief, and sadness as an angry mob overtook the building most 

closely associated with American democracy. We are still grappling with multiple emotions and how to move 

forward,” said Luis Guardia, president of the Food Research & Action Center (FRAC). “The degree of 

response by authorities to the siege of the U.S. Capitol by insurrectionists and terrorists – when compared to 

the protests after the killing of George Floyd – is yet another stark reminder of the work that still needs to be 

done to address the racial inequality that for too long has run rampant in our nation. This has led to 

inequities across the board, from criminal justice and health disparities, to the ability to put food on the 

table.” 

COVID-19: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

Responding to Maryland’s Deepening Hunger Crisis, WYPR, January 5, 2021 

“There are some things in the recent COVID-19 relief package that are helpful for folks who are experiencing 

food insecurity in the state of Maryland. There is an increase in SNAP benefits by 15 percent because we 

know that no matter how much people are getting [in benefits], it’s not enough,” said Maryland Hunger 

Solutions Director Michael J. Wilson. 

Louisiana food stamp benefits grow under virus aid package, Associated Press, January 10, 2021 

Shavana Howard, an assistant secretary for the Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services, said 

SNAP will no longer count federal extended unemployment benefits as income, which previously put the 

federal nutrition program out of reach for 44,165 applicants between March and July (of 2020) and ousted 

2,185 households receiving benefits. Howard said many students who also did not qualify for SNAP benefits 

because a portion of their parents’ income was counted against them will qualify this time. “I am very excited 

to see that Congress really acted for the people who really needed the help,” Howard said. 

Department of Human Services Provides Update on Latest Medicaid, SNAP Enrollment Data, Announces 

Recent Changes to SNAP Benefits And Eligibility, Pennsylvania Media, January 6, 2021 

“We are thankful for these rule changes, as those with the lowest income that were receiving the maximum 

SNAP benefits did not see an increase in their benefits during the pandemic and economic downturn. This 

not only hurt our lowest-income neighbors, but our communities, as families and others who are going 

through difficult times,” said Teresa Miller, Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services. 

“If you were previously ineligible for SNAP because of pandemic unemployment assistance, I strongly urge 

you to apply again and let this program help with one essential need.” 

Online Ordering Now Available at ALDI for SNAP Recipients, West Virginia Department of Health & Human 

Services, January 8, 2021 

?The West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources (DHHR) today announced online 

purchasing options at ALDI grocery stores for West Virginians using SNAP benefits. This benefit is available 

through the West Virginia Mountain State Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) program. “Helping our clients 

gain access to food with increased protection for social distancing is important,” said Jacquelyn Hoppe, 

director of DHHR’s Office of EBT Banking Services. “By enabling online card transactions, West Virginia’s 

EBT cardholders can now purchase groceries for delivery or pick up with minimal contact.” 

COVID-19: School Meals 

What If Free School Meals Became the Norm After the Pandemic Ends?, Truthout, January 3, 2021 

Early in the pandemic, the U.S. Department of Agriculture dropped strict rules dictating how and when 

meals could be served while allowing schools to hand out a week’s worth of meals at a time and rapidly 

expanding food support programs. It hasn’t been enough to stop hunger from spiking to historic highs, but 

it’s taken the edge off for millions of kids. “That’s the best way to operate school nutrition programs,” said 

Crystal FitzSimons, director of school and out-of-school time programs for FRAC, a Washington, D.C.-based 

advocacy organization that is lobbying for anti-hunger programs. “School meals are just as important to 

students’ ability to succeed in school as textbooks and transportation.” 

Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) Update, EIN Presswire, January 7, 2021 

In Rhode Island, Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) benefits have been approved for some school-age children. 

Benefits should be issued by the end of January, and will cover October, November and December of 2020. 

In the interim, free “grab and go” meals are still available for children throughout Rhode Island. 
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Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 

Department of Public Health extends St. Charles County WIC Services contract through 2021, News Time, 

January 10, 2021 

The St. Charles County Department of Public Health’s Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) has 

extended its contract with the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services to continue the program 

through 2021. “Families that may not have been eligible for WIC services previously may now qualify 

because of a job loss or a cut in hours worked,” said Eva Obirek, St. Charles County WIC Program Manager. 

“Those who may be in this situation right now are encouraged to reach out to our staff for assistance. 

Research shows that WIC participation improves the health of mothers and their children.” 
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