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Our hearts go out to all of those who have been affected by the recent 
disasters. FRAC is working with a variety of national groups, as well as 
groups and officials in affected states, to get disaster-responsive nutrition 
programs up and running. Please visit our special Disaster Relief 
webpage and blog post for regular updates. 

 

Hurricanes and USDA Hunger Relief 
 
In the Wake of Disaster, USDA Steps Up With Emergency Food Relief - FRAC Chat, 
September 25, 2017" 
"First Harvey, then Irma, now Maria – these colossal hurricanes hit Texas, Florida, Georgia, 
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and beyond with an impact that will be felt for months, 
if not years to come," writes Brandon Lipps, Administrator, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Nutrition Service (USDA-FNS), in this FRAC Chat blog post. "These record-
breaking disasters have already overturned the lives of millions, and the full extent of 
Maria’s destruction remains to be seen. The survivors of these disasters will have a lot of 
challenges to contend with, but hunger should not be one of them." 

     
 
Disaster SNAP assistance offered to hurricane victims – news4jax.com, September 22, 2017 
USDA, in partnership with the Florida Department of Children and Families, will be rolling 
out D-SNAP in 48 Florida counties affected by Hurricane Irma. Residents eligible for D-SNAP 
benefits are those who have lived or worked in one of the Florida counties declared for 
individual assistance by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and are not currently 
receiving SNAP benefits. Additional information, as well as pre-registration information, is 
available on the Food for Florida website. 

     
 
SNAP Budget Cuts 
 
SNAP challenge begins – Utahns pledge to live on food stamp budget of $4.20 a day – 
Fox13, September 15, 2017 
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Gina Cornia, executive director of Utahns Against Hunger, called on lawmakers to take the 
SNAP Challenge and live on a daily allowance of $4.20, or about $30 for a week’s worth of 
food. “The fact that we’re talking about cutting these kinds of benefits to me is horrifying,” 
said Challenge-taker Alex Cragun, executive director of Utah’s Democratic Party. Utah Lt. 
Governor Spencer Cox, also taking the Challenge, said “It’s been harder than I expected, 
$4.20 a day isn’t much … [T]wo days of doing this is nothing compared to knowing every 
day is going to be like this.”  

     
 
Oklahoma food bank officials: Federal nutrition programs merit support – NewsOK, 
September 22, 2017 
In this op-ed, Katie Fitzgerald, CEO of the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, and Eileen 
Bradshaw, executive director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma, write that 
their organizations not only provide more than 64 million emergency and supplemental 
meals each year, but also connect thousands of clients to SNAP. The program cuts that are 
currently proposed in Congress would create a need for food assistance that the food banks 
cannot handle. “Hunger isn’t a political issue,” they note, “it’s a humanitarian one.” They 
urge readers to call on Congress to oppose the cuts and “support a budget that keeps the 
federal nutrition programs working.” 

     
 
Don’t use hungry people to balance budget by cutting SNAP – Daily Hampshire Gazette, 
September 18, 2017 
Many supporting the proposed cuts to SNAP in the House budget say that food banks and 
other providers can provide assistance to the hungry. “SNAP provides many millions more 
meals each year than do all the food banks in the country,” write Christina Maxwell and 
Laura Sylvester of The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts, in this op-ed. They “strongly 
urge” readers to contact their U.S. representatives and senators and urge them to oppose 
the House budget resolution calling for billions in SNAP cuts. 

     
 
Budget Would Take Food from Our Neighbors – Flathead Beacon, September 20, 2017 
In this op-ed, Lori Botkin, executive director of the Flathead Food Bank in Montana, asks 
readers to “join us in asking Sens. Steve Daines and Jon Tester, and Rep. Greg Gianforte to 
strongly oppose any federal budget that takes away food from our neighbors.” SNAP helps 
more than 120,000 Montana residents, two-thirds of whom are in families with children. 
“Without SNAP, Flathead Food Bank and the other pantries across our state would be 
overwhelmed and could not make up the difference,” writes Botkin. The program also brings 
$166 million to the state each year, “creating jobs and opportunity for all of us.” 

     
 
Protestors gather to fight for SNAP benefits – wearecentralpa.com, September 21, 2017 
Residents of Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, demonstrated recently in support of SNAP, hoping 
to stop the billions in program cuts currently being proposed. “This is not about Republican 
or Democrat, this is about feeding hungry people,” said Woody Pyeatt of the local food 
pantry. He added that the pantry would not be able to meet the increased need should the 
SNAP cuts become a reality. 

     
 
SNAP Decision – The Colorado Trust, September 15, 2017 
Both the president’s budget and the budget proposed in the House would cut SNAP benefits 
for the nation’s most vulnerable, including households with children, seniors, or disabled 
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people. The budgets also ignore SNAP’s short and long term benefits — the program lifted 
4.7 million Americans out of poverty in 2014. “I can’t even describe how non-stressful it 
was to go to the grocery store once I received SNAP,” said Andrea Fuller, a single mother 
who works three jobs, six to seven days a week, to support herself and her two children. 
The SNAP assistance she receives allows her to buy healthier food, instead of relying on 
cheaper, processed grocery items. 

     
 
Hunger activists urged to ‘embrace the challenge’ – Baptist Standard, September 18, 2017 
Speakers at the sixth annual Dallas Hunger Summit, convened by the Dallas Coalition for 
Hunger Solutions and the Texas Hunger Initiative, stressed that food banks and pantries 
alone cannot meet the needs of hungry people. “The food we provide is not sufficient 
without SNAP,” said Simon Powell, chief operating officer of the North Texas Food Bank. “If 
SNAP benefits are cut, the burden on already stressed food pantries and helping agencies 
will increase tremendously,” said Tracy Eubanks, chief executive officer of Metrocrest 
Services. 

     
 
School Meals 
 
Florida students will get free meals for weeks – The Washington Post, September 18, 2017 
According to the Florida Commissioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam, students in 48 of the 
state’s school districts will receive free school breakfast and lunch through October 20 as 
classes resume after the recent hurricane. As many as 3,000 schools and 2.5 million 
students will benefit from the meals, state officials estimate. Miami-Dade, Broward, Monroe, 
and Collier counties were hardest hit by Hurricane Irma. 

     
 
Free School Lunch Should Be a Beginning – The New York Times, September 18, 2017 
New York City’s decision to provide free school lunch to all students is an important step in 
helping the city’s children and families, but more should be done, these letters to the editor 
note. “Government, public health researchers, advocacy groups and the public must come 
together to identify the causes of such widespread food insecurity and develop and carry out 
innovative strategies for alleviating it,” writes health equity blogger Stefanie Lindeman. 
Attacking poverty at its root involves “access to decent and affordable housing,” 
opportunities for living-wage work, and access to high quality health care, writes Arnold S. 
Cohen, president and CEO of Partnership for the Homeless. 

     
 
School Lunch Shaming 
 
New APS policy guarantees all students a hot meal – Albuquerque Journal,  
The Albuquerque Public School board recently approved a policy to comply with the Hunger 
Free Student Bill of Rights Act, the first-of-its-kind state law that states the district “shall 
not deny a student food at any mealtime or engage in shaming of the student due to the 
students’ inability to pay for food served in an Albuquerque Public Schools cafeteria.” 
Previously, such students received a cheese sandwich in place of a hot meal. More than 70 
percent of the school district’s students are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals. 

     
 
School Breakfast Program 
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Rep. Gottheimer Urges Parents To Participate In Free Breakfast Program – Patch.com, 
September 20, 2017 
During a recent visit to an elementary school, Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ) urged families 
to participate in free and reduced-price school breakfast. He noted that only 55 percent of 
eligible New Jersey students participate in the School Breakfast Program, and in Bergen 
County, more than 6,000 students could be receiving breakfast, but are not. In addition, the 
state is leaving on the table more than $2.5 million in federal school lunch program 
reimbursements. 
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