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Representative Tina Polsky’s
2019 LegisLaTive UPdaTe
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Membership
• Agriculture & Natural Resources
Appropriations Subcommittee
• Children, Families & Seniors
Subcommittee
• State Affairs Committee
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BE PREPARED THIS
HURRICANE SEASON
❑ Food – at least enough for three to
five days

Tallahassee Office:
1302 The Capitol
402 South Monroe St
Tallahassee, Fl 32399 Phone:
(850) 717-5081

❑ Manual can opener/bottle

❑ Drinking water – store at least one
gallon per person per day for three
to five days, preferably two weeks

❑ Paper goods such as plates,
bowls, napkins,
towels, plastic cups, and
plastic eating utensils

❑ Battery-operated radio

❑ First aid kit and manual

❑ Fire extinguisher (ABC type)

❑ Flashlight (w/extra bulbs and batteries)

❑ Bleach (for purifying water)

❑ Mosquito repellent with DEET

❑ Shutters, lumber

❑ Sunscreen

❑ Emergency repair materials
and tools – items to include are
cord and rope, hammer, wood,
nails, saw, hatchet or axe, crowbar,
chain saw blades, tarp, duct tape
and heavy work gloves

❑ Toys, books and games to keep
children and adults entertained
during and after the storm

❑ Matches – stored in a waterproof
container
❑ Fire extinguisher
❑ Hard-line telephone with jack (not
cordless)
❑ Emergency cooking facilities
❑ A three- to five-day supply of special items for babies
❑ Extra medicine
❑ Pet-care items – pet food, cat litter
and other pet-care items

Make sure to stock yourself with canned food,
water, flashlights, and a battery powered radio.

❑ Plastic trash bags and ties
❑ Extra re-sealable plastic storage
bags, heavy-duty aluminum foil and
disposable aluminum pans
❑ Extra charcoal or propane gas for
outdoor cooking

❑ Full tank of gasoline

Boca Raton Office:
8177 Glades Rd
Suite 209
Boca Raton, Fl 33434
(561) 470-2086
Belle Glade Office:
110 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd
Belle Glade, Fl 33430 Phone:
(561) 829-1459
Tina.Polsky@myfloridahouse.gov

❑ Cash and credit cards
❑ Sturdy shoes
❑ Special medical equipment and
supplies

@RepPolsky81
@RepPolsky81
@RepPolsky81

(Source: www.pbcgov.com)

Dear Friends,
Thank you for the privilege of representing you in Tallahassee. It
was an eventful and productive legislative session. The Legislature
has passed 197 bills and finalized the state’s $91.1 billion budget!
I am extremely proud to have worked with my colleagues
throughout the session to fight for Floridians and my constituents.
One of the most rewarding parts of being a state representative is
being in a position to directly advocate for our community. This
year, I was proud to be a strong voice for my constituents fighting
for important school district issues, fighting for our seniors and
our most vulnerable citizens, and helping the needy in our district
with food distribution and community events. I look forward to
continuing to hear your concerns and help in any way I can.
I am extremely proud to have worked with my colleagues in the
House and Senate to help secure millions of dollars for Palm
Beach County and District 81. Projects that were funded
included: $250,000 for the West Tech Education Center, $9 million
for SCOP Road Paving Projects, $250,000 for JARC Community
Works, and many more!
I was also proud of the legislation on which I worked. Please
keep reading to see what my colleagues and I have been up to in
Tallahassee. Highlighted are just a few of the very important bills
we worked on this past session. I am excited for the 2020 session
which begins in January. I will be working on bold and
progressive changes we need in Florida.
If you have any questions about the bills I highlight in this
newsletter or any others that were considered throughout the
Legislative Session, please feel free to reach out to my office. Also,
please do not hesitate to contact my office if I or anyone from my
staff can provide any assistance.
Thank you!
Sincerely,

Representative Tina Polsky

REP. TINA POLSKY’S 2019 Legislative Session Wrap Up
gun safety

improving Health Care
HB 19, Prescription Drug
Importation Program—
This bill establishes programs
to import prescription drugs
into the state. The hope is that
this program will help lower
the cost of prescription drugs
in the state.

Rep. Polsky and colleagues with constituents
on Glades Lives Matter Day at the Capitol

election Reform

Helping Our Firefighters
SB 426, Firefighters—Studies have shown that certain
types of cancers occur in firefighters at a greater rate than
in the US population overall. This bill ensures that
firefighters who are diagnosed with twenty-one specific
cancers will receive healthcare coverage and financial
compensation.

SB 7066, Elections—This bill was
aimed at solving some of the issues
that arose in the 2018 election cycle.
Changes made to the Florida Election
Code include deadline extensions for
curing defective vote by mail ballots,
expansion of no-solicitation zones, and
allowing for vote by mail ballots to be sent out earlier.
Unfortunately, this bill had a last minute addition made to
it, which concerned many people in the House and Senate,
as language regarding the implementation of Amendment
Four was added into the bill. Now felons looking to register
to vote must complete all terms of their sentence, including
the payment of restitution and court fees.

HB 7030, Implementation of Legislative Recommendations
of the MSD Public Safety Commission—Following the 2018
Legislative Session, the Legislature created the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas (MSD) Public Safety Commission. The
Commission was created to help address issues that were
brought to light following the tragedy at MSD High School.
The Senate and House have used some of the findings of
the commission to create this legislation. Unfortunately,
this also includes the expansion of the School Guardian
program, which will now allow for classroom teachers to
volunteer as a School Guardian. My colleagues and I
vociferously fought against arming classroom teachers,
however the legislation was signed by the Governor and is
now in effect; fortunately Palm Beach County does not
participate in the program.

Helping Taxpayers

Feel free to contact Representative Tina Polsky:
Tina.Polsky@myfloridahouse.gov

@RepPolsky81

@RepPolsky81

@RepPolsky81

SB 1666, Vessels—I was very proud the Legislature passed
SB 1666, Vessels, the Senate companion to a bill I proposed
HB 1221, Vessels. The bill modernizes the Florida Boater
Safety Program, allows the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Commission to conduct a study on long term stored vessels,
and allows for full due process for individuals prior to being
removed from a vessel that has been declared derelict. It is
hoped that the study conducted by FWC will help create
legislation that will curb the number of derelict vessels in
state waters that cause economic and environmental issues.

Rep. Polsky presenting her bill HB 1221,
Vessels in committee

Books not Guns! Rep. Polsky and colleagues
before the debate on SB 7030

Rep. Polsky and colleagues celebrating
the passage of SB 426, Firefighters

Protecting the
environment

HB 7123, Taxation—This year’s Legislative Tax Package
includes a reduction in commercial property sales tax, a five
day back-to-school sales tax holiday and a seven day
disaster preparedness sales tax holiday. It also included a
provision that would have retroactively distributed monies
collected by a School Board Tax Referendum to both traditional
and charter schools. However, a compromise was struck
which removed the retroactive clause within the bill, so the
referendum passed here in Palm Beach County will continue
to bring additional funds for traditional public schools only.

HB 85, Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems—
Unfortunately, HB 85 did not pass during the 2019
Legislative Session. This bill would have addressed the
issues being faced throughout the state in regards to
unmaintained septic systems. While we are disappointed
that this bill did not pass, there is a silver lining as the
budget includes $25 million for septic to sewer conversions.

Combating Hate
HB 741, Anti-Semitism—This bill amends the Florida
Education Equality Act to include religion as a protected
class, and requires that any school K-12 treat discrimination
motivated by Anti-Semitism in an identical manner to
discrimination motivated by race.

